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Introduction


Various conditions have been argued as cause for a national ID system.  These include national security, expedited business processes, and international standards compliance.  Pundits argue that such as system would be a “magic bullet” solution, improving national and personal security, serving as a deterrent to criminal activity, while safeguarding civil liberties.  Opponents cite technology shortcomings, bureaucratic nightmares, privacy infringements, and program costs as contra-arguments.

A case for National IDs


Carlson (2002, Par. 1) enumerates the various arguments in favor of a national ID by narrating a recollection of an absurd event in which the United States congressman John Dingell is forced to partially undress to validate his claim of artificial hip at a TSA checkpoint .  Normally such an event would seem implausible, but perhaps not so much in a world of shoe bombs and finger nail clipper impounding; serving to illustrate the absurdity of current national air-travel safety efforts.  The author argues that the anti-fraud measures of a properly implemented national ID system would alleviate and mitigate such circumstances.  The author concludes continues to state that a National ID system would standardize and consolidate existing ID systems such as drivers licenses and passports.

National IDs won’t work


The author outlines various problems with the proposed national ID systems, starting with technology shortcomings, the need for use of biometric data, concerns about constitutional freedoms infringement, cost concerns, and excessive bureaucratic management.  With a lack of confidence due to concerns about sensitive information disclosure as the crux of the counter-argument, the author summarizes issue “The more robust the card is, the more faith the public will put in it.  That, in turn, increases its vulnerability” (Wollert, 2001).

Conclusion


Although there are various advantages enumerated, the problems solved by implementing such as system are not those given original cause for implementation.  National ID is a misguided attempt to use a technology solution to solve a process problem (national security, counter-terrorism, constitutional freedom)
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