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Abstract


Hernan Cortez, Francisco Pizzaro, and Amerigo Vespucci are long removed, yet in may ways, Latin America is still an area rife with colonization activity.  Home to both the wealthiest and poorest countries in the Western  Hemisphere, the struggle for power and control is far from over.  However, without a doubt, Latin America is still a region grappling with its own identity and relegated global position.  


In this region, broad generalizations cannot possibly be applied accurately given the tremendous diversity among these nation states.  To obtain a comprehensive understand of the present conditions and develop a prognosis of many others, we must examine the social-political-economic-and historic details of individual nations.

History in Brief


Although generalizations should be avoided, it can generally be said that the majority of the colonial nation-states of the 19th century were emancipated by 1900, mostly via internal uprising and the declining domestic state their European occupants.  At least 15 of the modern-day nations were occupied by Spain; however the French incursion into Spain during that time period moved to weaken that nation.  Independence movements in Latin America gave way to a series of brutal dictatorships, often economically aligned with international corporate interests.  In the late 20th century, as the Cold War drew to a close, the associated international negligence gave way to a mixture of moderate to highly-successful and democracies, often with historically socialist leanings. (NEED Example here)

Sedentary and Indigenous Society


Prior to colonial occupation, indigenous societies were mostly separated into three major tribes.  The Aztec societies of central Modern Day Mexcio, the Incan nations, stretching along the Andes mountain ranges of modern day Chile, and the earlier Mayan empire of the southern Mexcico and Yucatan Peninsula stretching into Guatemala, Belize, El Salvador, and western Honduras. These nation-states were highly developed agrarian societies with enterprising warlords rules and distributed hierarchy of authority(REF).  Early accounts from European visitors note that these societies still lacked the technology of several basic machines (wheel, pulley), as well as metallurgy and mechanized warfare, yet agriculture and architectural accomplishments were impressive.  That's not to say these societies weren't evolving or wouldn't have eventually evolved, given the level of domestic warfare, to the the state of European tribes, given sufficient time; they were simply physically disconnected from trade routes where knowledge of these technologies could have been exchanged.  For example, the Incan nations built tremendous stone citadels, such as Macho Picho, using highly precisely cut boulders often weighing as much as 10 tons, atop escarpments that often reach 5000' feet in (WGHB, 1997).

European Intervention


The simple introduction of European persons and associated communicable diseases, even without consequential warfare, was of tremendously detrimental impact to the indigenous populations.  It is estimated to have decimated the Amero-indians, spreading faster and killing more effectively than the invading Spanish armies (Smallpox, 2008). Ironically, it was the Roman Catholic faith imported bySpaniards that brought the charitable and libertarian ideology to the most remote reaches of the war plagued continent, later filling the power vacuum left behind by the decaying state

International Efforts to Undermine Democracy


The history of North and South America are linked tightly.  In addition to tremendous polarization of nations due to Cold War era NATO foreign policy, there is a history of overt and subversive American intervention in executive leadership where capitalist interests were involved.  


As Koeppel (2007) outlines, at least 20 times the US military and affiliated intelligence agencies intervened in fledgling democracies within Central and Latin America internal affairs to undermine existing, and install new, elected officials. Perhaps the most brazen of these was the relationship between the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, Samuel Zamurka, CEO of the United Fruit Company (known today as Chequita), and President Jacob Arbenz Guzman of Guatemala.  Present Arbenz was the first truly democratically elected president of a Latin American country.  Arbenz had made a simple inquiries of the United Fruit Company to purchase fallow, unused, land with the intent to implement land reform.


Seen as a threat to U.S. Interests, the companies would abhor such a policy shift.  With US congressional approval and funding, from its South Miami Campus,  the C.I.A. launched a defamation propaganda campaign from its falsely associated Arbenz with communist leaders.  Then, with the help of U.S. Marines Corps, was actually able launch a military incursion and stage a coup de`tat.  Neighboring Honduras as a staging ground.  The result was to depose the existing president and install President Carlos Enreque Diaz de Leon, as a puppet leader.


This account serves as a template / framework for countless other similar incidents where corporate and industrial powers in industries other than tropical produce, including most specifically Petroleum Oil.  The modern-day conflict between the US and Venezuela has its roots in that executive leaderships` ability to constrict the export of Petroleum to the United States.  Moreover, the inability for U.S. intelligence services to undermine or subvert a very popular leader who has received diplomatic, economic, and military support from a coalition of nations, including Russia.  Chomsky (2006), in addressing the United Nations, points out that this is a perfectly logical response to long standing US foreign policy.


Finally Cuba, possessing a sugar crop of interest.  The U.S. backed “Bay of Pigs” invasion was an attempt by the Eisenhower and Kennedy administrations to train and equip disgruntled Cuban militant exiles to invade and overthrow the socialist dictator Fidel Castro, a dictator with communist affiliations.  The failed invasion only served to cauterize the Cuban leadership and weaken the Kennedy Administration, eventually resulting in the Cuban Missile Crisis.  Paradoxically, the tiny nation, only 70 miles off of the US coast, only became a leverage point for Soviet influence after a century of decaying US-Cuban relations.

Modern Challenges


Modern day challenges within Latin America range from political identity crisis to deforestation and drug trafficking.  Perhaps the biggest challenge for the region is adapting to a newly globalized economy and the associated global political power structures.

Political Turmoil and Dictatorships


The 20th century saw a series of brutal dictatorships and military juntas in many Latin American countries.  Plagued by corruption and incompetence, these governments tend to result in short periods of stability and economic failure; Many of these were the result of the previously described Soviet-American foreign policy towards invention.  However, the result has been a historical leaning toward strong central authority and away from separation democratically elected decision making bodies with Executive-Judicial-Legislative separation.  


Consider Ecuador (and Venezuela/Colombia); the three nations that emerged from the fall of Gran Columbia in 1830 after ejection of Spanish colonials.  Ecuador was under the control a military junta from 1972 to 1979; in the 80s, a democratic president assumed power but corruption and mismanagement left the country unmanageable.  Today, small progress is being made towards a democratically elected leadership


Peru another example.  In 1968, a military coup unseated the highly authoritarian president whose Civilista Party had ruled since independence and military defeat in the war with Chile.  This gave way int 1975 to a democratic reformist by General Fancisco Moralez Bermudez.  During the 80s and 90s, , Aberto Fujumori replaced the General after massive political violence and Oppression.  President Alan Garcia, in 2008, is presented with the great task of reducing debt, spurring the economy and restoring faith in democratically elected leaders.


The story is repeated in Guatemala (Arbenz in 1954; 200,000 civilian dies), Chile, El Salvador, Nicaragua.  On the wake of the opening of the 1968 International Olympics in Mexico City, the President of Mexico ordered his army to brutally attack crowds of revolutionary students protesting peacefully for reforms by the administration.


In Chile, 1973, Salvador Allende is overthrown with the help of the CIA.  Pinochet, a dictator, Installed.  5000 Chileans die in ensuing violence.  In El Salvidor, 1977, 700,000 Salvadorians die during a US backed uprising.  In 1981, US President Ronald Regan authorized funding and training of Contras rebels in Nicaragua.  In 1989, C.I.A. contract agent Manuel Noriega, acting head of state, was overthrowing by a U.S. Army.  Noriega remains in U.S. Federal Prison for defying orders from his C.I.A. Handlers. Approximately 3,000 Panamanian civilians were killed during the invitations.  Time and time again the US is involved in violent and overt actions in the region.

Militant Groups and Paramilitary Rebel Organizations


During the 20th century, as a direct result of American and foreign intervention, many Latin American nations saw the establishment of militant rebel movements.  Nominally considered “guerrilla groups”, occupying remote jungle areas.  These groups have grown stronger under the failure and corruption of state governments; citing claim to autonomy of state.  Among the notable groups were the Zapatista Army in Mexico, the FARC in Colombia, and Sendero Luminoso (“Shining Path”) in Peru.  These groups have often become strong power brokers in regional affairs.  They also undermine efforts the government.  These groups are often in involved in hostage ransoming and drug trafficking to finance operations.

Hurricanes, Earthquakes, and other Natural Disasters


Many of the Latin American islands located in the Caribbean are highly susceptible to annual Hurricane exposure, having a highly detrimental impact on the economies, including tourism and agriculture, and normally affecting those living in the most abject poverty.  Moreover, climate change and sea level rise could have horrific consequences for these nations.  Additional, because the entire west coast of the South American continent rests on the tectonic plate that constitutes the Andes Mountains, the majority of western nations are susceptible to mudslides and other natural disasters resulting from the of the active fault line.(Chile, 2008)

Drug Trafficking


Drug trafficking causes a serious threat to political stability in the region.  Despite a 25+ year long prolonged “War on Drugs” by the United States, in cooperation with the governments of Colombia and Mexico, demand for drugs is at its highest level in history.  This is likely the result of western popular culture exposure to drugs, as well as the proficiency and skill, and associated productivity, with which the “Drug War” has caused traffickers to result to.  The drug trade is a natural response to market economics forces, given the state of many nations economic systems, it becomes a lucrative alternative to traditional agriculture in many nations where land reforms have not resulted in a higher quality of life for many agrarian families.  Finally, drug trafficking is a source of financing for many rebel groups, and the cartel and rebel violence works to undermine the legitimacy and power of the central government leadership due to use of traditional methods

Economic Development and Global Investment


Weary of intervention, many counties have fledgling democracies under way.  Land reform and globalizing markets continue are pressures that I.M.F / World Bank continue to exert.  There is understandability strong skepticism about direct foreign intervention in the state or economic systems, especially by the World Banl / IMF.  Recently, a regional economic trade pact: Latin American Economic System (LAES).  Finally, the impacts of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) have been to wildly characterized as detrimental to human rights and environmental policy while perpetuating economic stratification. (2008, Latin America)

Emigration to More Developed Nations and People Trafficking


Population exodus is a major concern for nations bordering the US.  This issue is a major political topic debate topic.

Ethnic and Cultural Diversity:


Like many nations, the ethnic diversity of Latin America is changing rapidly.  The near-extinction of indigenous Ameri-Indian tribes by European conquistadors compelled the relocation of of millions of African slave laborers into central American nations in the Caribbean.  Later, during economic surges of the 19th and 20th century, many laborers emigrated from Southeast Asian.

Majority of populations in most nations are white, Ameri-Indian representation normally in the 15% leaving them as a minority population in their own nation.

Environment and Sustainability


Argentina is a world leader in setting voluntary greenhouse gas targets (CIA, 2008); and important metric illustrating the potential for economically dev

eloping nations to balance growth and regulatory oversight.  Unfortunately, many nations face tremendous environmental risks such as Rainforest deforestation in the Amazon; a major source of agrarian land, as well as illness.  Strip mining and livestock herding are also major contributors to to methane and greenhouse gases.

Conclusion


The strength, guile, and trepidation of the Latin American cultures should never be underestimated.  These cultures were building perfectly masonic temples atop 5000' escarpments. 


How Latin American nations will adjust to the changes in global power in the 21st century will be of paramount importance.  In order to join the ranks of developing nations such as India and China, nations will have to embrace free markets, for strong stable governmental leadership.  


Domestic turmoil must also be addressed.  Addressing the issue of disparity and stratification, e.g., addressing wealth distribution, closing the class gap, and empowering a strong middle class.  Undoubtedly, strong socialist tendencies will continue, given the historical handicap of prior oppressive regimes and tendencies, however nationalism is likely to give way to regional cooperatives.

Ki  

· Latin American nations should learn from the history of other developing regions and avoid many of the costly mistakes

· Urban Planning and Efficient Land Use

· Strongly Liberalized Capitalist markets 

· Emphasis on Public Health and Education

· Emphasis on innovation and Eco-friendly “Green” industry

· Commitment to 100% literacy rate; broadband penetration and Internet access

· Transparency and accountability in government; heavyweight leadership
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